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Ball Hockey continues to grow in Kamloops
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Kamlloops Blue Devil Hornets (red) vs. the Hornets on June 17th, 2024.

There is no doubt that Canadian appreciation for hockey continues to grow. Many

Canadians remember playing something similar in gym class or in the street with their
friends.

Ball hockey has made its mark to allow Canadians to play the country’s official sport without
the economic barriers behind traditional hockey. The Kamloops Ball Hockey Association
president, Zach Moffat, has encouraged the growth of the sport as well as encouraging both
youth and adults alike to play the sport at a more reasonable cost.

The city of Kamloops is known for hosting more than 100 sporting events each year, ranging
from the Kamloops Blazers, provincial championships and most notably, the Memorial Cup
last year, gaining its title, “The Tournament Capital of Canada”. To add onto this, the KBHA
had recently released a statement announcing that the city will be hosting the Men’s City
Finals ball hockey tournament on June 26, 2024.



A few years ago, Kamloops had also hosted the provincial championships which grew more
attention to the sport.

Kamloops Ball Hockey team, the Bohnefide Blackjacks, have been preparing for provincial
championships, held this year in Richmond, and will be playing later next week for the finals.

Local ball hockey player, Kyle Graham, has been the captain of the team since 2015.
Graham was first introduced to the sport back in 2009 when he was just 18 years old.

“After my first day, | fell in love with the sport,” Graham said. “| haven’t looked back since.”

The Kamloops Ball Hockey league does not have an official facility to hold their games and
playoffs. Instead, they make use of whatever facility will have them.

In April to the end of May, the players and officials use McArthur Sport and Event Centre
near NorKam Senior Secondary or the Memorial Arena downtown. However once June
comes, these spaces are put on hold for high school convocations and ice sheets are put
down for summer skating. During September to March is hockey season. Because of this,
the ball hockey season is very short lived, running from April to the end of July.

“If we had a facility year round with flooring or concrete, it would help grow all sorts of
sports.” Graham said, noting the lack of facilities for sports year round. “We always need
more ice rinks. More facilities should be at the forefront of importance.”

Graham says he believes the most ideal location for such a facility would be downtown, and
would like to see the city move forward with implementing a more permanent location to
grow sports that could be played year round and hold more programs for youth players.

Kamloops being known as the Tournament Capital of Canada, hosting more than 100
sporting events per year. Ball hockey would be no exception.

“If Kamloops hosted provincials again. it could help to grow and promote the sport,” Graham
said, noting it would be great exposure, not just to the sport but to the city as well. “It would
really embrace the Tournament Capital of Canada.”

The KBHA had its first youth season last year, and ran some activities during the Memorial
Cup as well.

Despite Kamloops’ growing population, there continues to be a divide on who gets to play
what sport, especially people of lesser economic statuses.

“It's a sport that anybody can play,” Graham said, circling back to when kids would play
hockey in the streets with their friends. “It doesn’t have the same economical strain as
hockey. You just need a stick, some gloves, a helmet and a ball.”

Although not as well known as ice hockey, ball hockey still has a small, but growing
appreciation for the sport. Bleachers often sit empty during games. It isn’t until playoffs or



official games when a crowd starts to grow. Players often find their family and friends
watching them play.

“We are trying to create high school teams,” Graham said, when asked how the KBHA could
further grow the sport. “The most important aspect is growing it at the grassroots, which is
the kids.”

With next week’s event, there is hope to grow the sport even more and all ages are
encouraged to attend to see the finalist play before heading off to play at different leveled
championships.

Unfortunately at this time, the KBHA had no additional statements or comments released
about the upcoming finals.

More information about the finals can be found at https://www.kamloopsballhockey.com/.
The finals will be held in Valleyview arena at 7:00pm on June 26, 2024.



https://www.kamloopsballhockey.com/

